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Dear Wonderful Donor,

Thank you for your support during our 2022-23 fundraising year!

It was another great year for our students. Thanks to your donations, academics, arts and athletics were present
in our schools, enhancing our children’s education!

This, our annual Gratitude Report for donors, outlines all of the wonderful opportunities you helped make happen
for our Santa Monica public school students. From Academic Enrichment Grants, which gave teachers the
chance to bring exciting projects to their classrooms; to sorely needed athletic equipment and uniforms; to an
array of art offerings for students in TK through 12th grade, every student was touched by your gift.

This past year saw an unprecedented level of Ed Foundation investment in competitive school sports. Samohi
received funding for new equipment and personnel that benefited all of their school teams and athletes. We were
excited to provide seed funding for the long-planned competitive Middle School Athletic program. In Spring 2023,
hundreds of middle school students attended the first sports clinics created by a new Athletic Coordinator
position funded solely by the Ed Foundation. The demand for the program was tremendous and validated our
investment in this important area of education.

YOU made all of the above, and so much more, possible. Your investment in Santa Monica’s public school
students ensured that they have access to what makes their education vibrant. Your support provided our
children with these extraordinary aspects of their education.

What rang true all year was this: your generosity and commitment to every child in Santa Monica’s public
schools. THANK YOU!

With gratitude,

Linda Greenberg
Interim Executive Director

John Baracy, President
2022-2023 Board of Directors

OUR MISSION
To engage the community to invest in a vibrant educational experience for 
all students in the Santa Monica public schools.

Linda Greenberg John Baracy

A Word from our Leadership
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A  W O R D
F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O RYour Dollars at Work...

ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT GRANTS

Last year, the Ed Foundation brought back its
Academic Enrichment Grants program for our
Santa Monica teachers for the first time since
2012. During the 2022-2023 school year, we
awarded grants to teachers for a total of
$30,000, thanks to you! 

The Ed Foundation’s Academic Enrichment
Grants give Santa Monica teachers an
opportunity to enrich their classrooms with
innovative programs, projects and field trips.
Teachers can apply for individual grants for up
to $1,000 and they can also apply for Super
Grants for up to $5,000. These Super Grants are
awarded to collaborative teams (within one
school, one grade level, one core, one
department or one house) to encourage
innovation and collaboration between teachers.

We were thrilled to see so many exciting projects
and programs benefitting our students! One
middle school purchased VR headsets so that
students could go on “field trips” anywhere in the
world. A Samohi teacher bought a set of new
books focused on Japanese literature that is now
a core part of his curriculum for the coming
years. And a group of elementary school teachers
wanted to bring more culturally relevant books to
their school so that every child could see
themselves in these books.

Check out the complete list of schools and grants
below to see how YOU impacted students.

Math Class Birdhouse Project

Library of VR Headsets
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A  W O R D
F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

HUDL - Athletic Performance Technology

HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS

Thanks to a grant the Ed Foundation secured
from an anonymous donor, Samohi athletics
were given a boost last year! The Samohi
athletic department was able to hire a strength
and conditioning coach and also purchase a
number of items to enhance the department,
including: team uniforms; tournament fees;
replacement equipment for sports teams; and a
new HUDL system, which films players for
coaches to review key plays and give feedback. 

“We are so appreciative of this amazing donor,”
said Coleen Davenport Paysinger, Samohi’s
Athletic Director. “We were able to help
programs [that] were in the most need of
replacement, and updated the needs of their
program. [There is] still much more work to do
to cover all teams, but this was an amazing
start to the Ed Foundation’s support of high
school athletics.”

Your Dollars at Work...

Athletics can be such an important part of a
student’s educational experience. Being part of
a team encourages students to try new
activities, make more friends, push themselves,
and take responsibility for personal fitness.
Team sports – and athletics in general – also
teach students how to face disappointment,
lose gracefully, communicate with others, and
continue to work hard, even after a victory.

Interested in helping build an Athletic
Endowment to support athletics in our Santa
Monica schools in perpetuity? Please email
linda@smedfoundation.org.

Strength and Conditioning Coaching 
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A  W O R D
F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

Lincoln Theater - “Peter Pan”

MIDDLE SCHOOL THEATER

The Ed Foundation has proudly funded after-
school theater programs at Lincoln and JAMS
(including students from SMASH) for over 10
years. Funding from our For The Arts
Endowment pays for a drama teacher, Chad
Scheppner from Theater 31, who works with
over 100 students at each site. This theater
program attracts students of all interests and
abilities. Not only do they end their experience
with four incredible public performances, but
they’ve learned to work together and create
lasting friendships. There’s something for
everyone in this program.

In 2022-2023, students in the Lincoln Theater
Program performed in “Peter Pan” and
students from JAMS/SMASH Theatre Company
performed in “Grease.”

Your Dollars at Work...

JAMS/SMASH Theatre - “Grease”
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A  W O R D
F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O RFinancial Overview
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A  W O R D
F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O RHere’s What YOU Made Possible!

$2,707,850
DIRECTLY INVESTED IN OUR 

STUDENTS AND SCHOOLS IN 2022-23
(and this isn't even the whole list!)

800+

in Academic Enrichment 
Grants for teachers to 
supplement curriculum

Third graders 
received recorders 
and music books

Samohi student athletes 
benefitted from new 

equipment and technology

$30k

541 600

Instructional assistants 
in our elementary 

classrooms

Sixth graders inspired by 
dance education in our 

middle schools

Elementary students 
explored their creativity 

with P.S. ARTS

70

3,339
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A  W O R D
F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R
Investing today helps them tomorrow.
Congratulations to Samohi’s Class of 2023!
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A  W O R D
F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O RBoard of Directors and Staff 2022-2023

Board of Directors
2022-2023

John Baracy, President

Paula Larmore, Vice President

Kelly Naylor, Treasurer

Danny Guggenheim, Secretary

Connie Alvarez

Emily Arms

Monica Batra

Elyse Bennett

Thea Cappiccille

Alison Havel

Deb Love

Duncan Rolph

Marilyn Speakman

Elizabeth Urquhart

Julie Waterstone

Staff
2022-2023

Mikko D. Sperber, Executive Director

Rachel Faulkner, Chief Operating Officer

Deb Burgin, Director of Development

Heather Epps, Director of Development & Engagement

Kim Eyler, Database Associate

Linda Greenberg, Director of Special Projects

Yolanda Lewis, Marketing & Communications Associate

10



A  W O R D
F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R2022-2023 Honor Roll of Giving
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